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Nervous system diseases

e Alzheimer's disease

 Alzheimer’s disease 1s the most common form of dementia,
affecting 5.2 million Americans over the age of 65, as well as
hundreds of thousands under the age of 65 who have early-
onset Alzheimer’s.



http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/healthlibrary/conditions/adult/nervous_system_disorders/dementia_22,dementia/

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis

* Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis is a fatal type of motor neuron
disease. It 1s characterized by progressive degeneration of
nerve cells 1n the spinal cord and brain. It's often called Lou
Gehrig's disease, after a famous baseball player who died from
the disease. ALS it 1s one of the most devastating of the

disorders that atfects the function of nerves and muscles.

cS(ef}/t)en, Haw g

The long struggle with ALS




Multiple sclerosis (MS)

* Multiple sclerosis (MS) 1s a long-lasting (chronic) disease of
the central nervous system. It 1s thought to be an autoimmune
disorder, a condition 1in which the body attacks itself by
mistake. MS 1s an unpredictable disease that affects people
differently. Some people with MS may have only mild
symptoms. Others may lose their ability to see clearly, write,
speak, or walk when communication between the brain and
other parts of the body becomes disrupted.

al nervous system




Parkinson's Disease

More than one million people in the United States are living
with the neurodegenerative ravages of Parkinson's disease.
This disease, which typically hits people past the age of 65, is
progressive, gradually stripping away motor abilities, leaving
people with a slow and awkward gait, rigid limbs, tremor,
shuffling and a lack of balance.




Epilepsy

* Epilepsy is a neurological condition involving the brain that
makes people more susceptible to having recurrent seizures. It
1s one of the most common disorders of the nervous system

and affects people of all ages, races, and ethnic background.
Almost 2.2 million Americans live with epilepsy.




Bell’s palsy

* Bell's palsy is an unexplained episode of facial muscle
weakness or paralysis. It begins suddenly and worsens over 48
hours. This condition results from damage to the facial nerve

(the 7th cranial nerve). Pain and discomfort usually occur on
one side of the face or head.




Stroke

Stroke, or brain attack, happens when blood flow to your brain is
stopped. It 1s an emergency situation.

The brain needs a constant supply of oxygen and nutrients in order
to work well. If blood supply is stopped even for a short time, this
can cause problems. Brain cells begin to die after just a few minutes
without blood or oxygen.

Sources—JONES HOPKINS MEDICINE
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